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Overview

Boston International School (BIS) is an independent, 
nonsectarian coeducational day school founded in 
1999 (was Taihu International School, renamed BIS 
in 2018). BIS was built with a local government 
investment; it is designed to have a capacity to enroll 
over 1000 students and implements a 16-year 
consistent system Early Years-Grade 12. The 
school is governed by an Executive Board with input 
from the school Senior Executive Team composed of 
academic and administrative leadership.

Mission

Boston International School nurtures the curiosities 
and talents of our learners so they grow into 
confident, internationally minded citizens in a 
diverse and inclusive community.

Grading System

BIS uses the IBDP 1-7 scale and is 
correlated with the A, B, C, D, F 
American high school diploma and AP 
scale. The minimum passing grade is 
a 3 (C).  Weighting is applied to DPHL 
and AP courses if/ when GPAs are 
requested/ reported.
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Calendar
There are 183 days of classroom instruction over two 
semesters, with Semester 1 beginning in September 
and Semester 2 beginning in February. The school day 
begins at 8:15 am and ends at 3:30 pm. Most students 
attend Boston Explorers after school programming 
from 3:30 pm - 4:30pm Mondays through Thursdays.

Enrollment
Current enrollment for 2022-2023 is 413 students. 21 
nationalities are represented of which 35% are Chinese, 
32% are South Korean, 12% are N. American, 4% are 
Japanese and the remaining percentages represent a 
beautiful diversity of additional nationalities.

University Matriculation 
100% of graduates attended 4-year colleges.

Brian Rotunno, Academic Principal
Email: brian.rotunno@bostonis.org

Carlos Arboleda, Student Service Director
Email: carlos.arboleda@bostonis.org

Summer Sheng，College Counsellor
Email: summer.sheng@bostonis.org



Average IB 
Score 34
Standardized Testing
A systematic annual program of standardized 
testing is implemented to assess student 
aptitude and achievement. Students in grades 
K-8 take the NWEA Measures of Academic 
Progress. Grades 8-11 take the PSAT and 
grades 11-12 take the SAT.

SAT Average – 1338 (EBRW 622 MATH 716)

Student Support
Student Support is addressed throughout the Early 
Years, Elementary, and Secondary schools. A guidance and 
SEN team is dedicated to identifying students in need 
of academic and/or personal/ interpersonal support. The 
SEN team is trained and equipped to fully support students 
with varying needs and differences in learning. Students 
may be referred to outside partners for Psychological 
Educational evaluations.  

English Language Learning
Starting in Grade1 and up to Grade9, a standardized test 
places student into a supplemental, age and 
level-appropriate ELL program and receive both push-in 
and pull-out support until they are prepared to join the 
mainstream classes full-time. From Grade 9 on, English 
language support increases its focus on critical thinking 
and academic writing for the college preparatory 
environment.

Student 
Activities and 

Athletics
Distributed across academic, sports, fine arts and 
interest-based programs to students of all ages and 
ability level. 

Athletics – G1-12 Students at BIS participate in a variety 
of sports and attend local competitions and regional 
events with other international schools. BIS is a mmber 
of ACAMIS and athletes compete at the D1 & D2 level 
including boys and girls Basketball, Volleyball, Soccer, 
Cross-country, Track & Field, Badminton. Go Panthers!

Graduation Requirements:         24 credits
Subject                                               Credits
English                                                               4
Mathematics/Experimental Sciences              6 
Individuals and Society                                 4 
Second Language                                 2 
Arts and Design                                2
Physical ED/Health                                  2
Additional Electives                              3
Extended Essay                                1
(Under unique circumstances, justified in an individual’s 
school report, students may graduate with lower credits 
granted that they meet the admission requirements of 
their universities of choice)Faculty

There are 105 instructional faculty members 
employed at BIS. 16.19% are American, 
42.86% are Chinese, 7.62% are European, 
6.62% are Korean, 8.57% are South African, 
3.81% are from New Zealand and Australia, 
14.33% make up a wonderful diversity of 
other nationalities.

Guidance and College 
Counseling
BIS’s College Counseling program is aligned with 
the Career Development and College Preparatory 
Standards and Benchmarks of American School 
Counseling Association. The School counselors 
facilitate student career decision-making and 
college-bound planning and application 
process.
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