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Subject Groups

Group 1 - Studies in Language and Literature:
language and literature courses introduce the
critical study and interpretation of written and
spoken texts from a wide range of literary forms
and non-literary text-types. The formal analysis of
texts is supplemented by awareness that meaning
is not fixed but can change in respect to contexts
of production and consumption. It is a requirement
of the IB Diploma programme that students study
at least one subject from Group 1.

Group 2 - Language Acquisition: It is a
requirement of the IB Diploma programme that
students study at least one subject from Group 2.
The main emphasis of the modern language
courses is on the acquisition and use of language
in a range of contexts and for different purposes
while, at the same time, promoting an
understanding of another culture through the study
of its language. We offer courses to accommodate
students' interest in and previous experience of
language study.

Group 3 - Individuals and Societies: This
subject group covers the core skills of the
Humanities and Social Science. It includes the
following subjects: Business and Management,

Economics, Geography, History and Psychology. It
is a requirement of the IB Diploma programme that
students study at least one subject in this group.

Group 4 - Sciences: It is a requirement of the IB
Diploma programme that students study at least
one subject in this group. Students will study the
key principles of the scientific discipline as well as
exploring understanding and applications. It
includes the following subjects: Biology, Chemistry
and Physics.

Group 5 - Mathematics: All DP mathematics
courses serve to accommodate the range of needs,
interests and abilities of students, and to fulfill the
requirements of various university and career
aspirations. Students must study one course from
the following in Group 5 as part of their IB Diploma
- Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches or
Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation.

Group 6 - Arts: The subjects in the arts allow a
high degree of adaptability to different cultural
contexts. The emphasis is on creativity in the
context of disciplined, practical research into the
relevant genres. Visual Arts or Music are available
to students in Group 6.




DP core

= Theory of Knowledge (TOK): TOK is assessed
through an Exhibition and a 1600 word externally
assessed essay. It asks students to reflect on the
nature of knowledge and on how we know what
we claim to know.

» Extended Essay (EE): The Extended Essay is
an independent, self-directed piece of research,
finishing with a 4,000-word paper.

Testing in High School at BIS

PSAT: The Preliminary SAT is a standardized test
for Grade 8-11 students, which gives an accurate
reflection on a student's academic performance
before actually attending SAT.

SAT: The SAT Suite of Assessments is made up of
the SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9. The
tests, created by the College Board, measure the
same skills and knowledge at a level that is appropriate
for the different grade levels taking the tests.

Typically, 11th and 12th graders take the SAT, 10th or
11th graders take the PSAT/ NMSQT, 10th graders
take the PSAT 10, while 8th and 9th graders take the
PSAT 8/9. All assessments in the suite test reading,
writing and language, and math skills.

DP Examinations/Assessments: The DP
Examinations assess student work as direct
evidence of achievement against the stated goals

Assessment
External assessment

Examinations form the basis of the assessment for
most courses. This is because of their high levels of
objectivity and reliability.

They include:

- £s5ays
- structured problems

- short-response questions
- data-response questions
- text-response questions

- case-study questions

- multiple-choice questions though these are rarely
used.

= Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS): CAS
requires students to take part in a range of
experiences and at least one project. These should
involve: real, purposeful activities, with significant
outcomes, personal challenge, thoughtful
consideration, such as planning, reviewing
progress, reporting and reflection on outcomes and
personal learning.

of the DP courses. DP assessment procedures
measure the extent to which students have
mastered advanced academic skills in fulfilling
these goals, for example:

- analysing and presenting information
- evaluating and constructing arguments
- solving problems creatively.

Key skills are also assessed, including:
- retaining knowledge

- understanding key concepts

- applying standard methods.

In addition to academic skills, DP assessment
encourages an international outlook and
intercultural skills, wherever appropriate.

Student results are determined by performance
against set standards (criteria), not by each
student's position in the overall rank order.

Internal assessment

Teacher assessment (that is moderated by the IB) is
also used for most courses. This includes:

- oral work in languages

- fieldwork in geography

- laboratory work in the sciences

- investigations in mathematics

- artistic performances/exhibitions




